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This presentation will provide 
the background and details on 
Canada’s first Virtual 
Education Lodge



Castle Island Virtual Lodge 

Mission statement:

“To aid in the Education of 
Brethren around the world.  To  
shape the fraternity’s future 
relevance in the lives of men 
through a quality program”



Agenda:

Canadian Geography & Grand Lodge of Manitoba

CIV Lodge and its current officers around the world

Discussion the Lodge and its evolution since 2012

Speakers/Presentations within our Education platform

Current Members of the Lodge

Meeting Schedule for 2019

Affiliation process 

Feedback from the Brethren

Lodge Education Examples

Evolution of Virtual Lodges across the world

Endeavour Lodge 944 - UGLV



Canada & The Grand Lodge of Manitoba

In Manitoba, the 

Grand Lodge of 

Manitoba, 

Ancient Free and 

Accepted Masons 

was formed in 

1875. It is the 

governing body 

of the 

forty three 

Masonic Lodges 

located 

throughout the  

province.



Why create a Virtual Lodge in Manitoba 

In 2012 Four Past Grand 
Masters and the sitting  
Grand Master Most 
Worshipful Dave Love, saw 
a need to create a 
Education platform to 
service the wide expanse of 
the Prairie province of 
Manitoba.  They had a 
vision to create an 
Education Lodge could 
service the Servicemen, 
shut-ins and population of 
Manitoba.

500 

Miles
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The Officers of 

Castle Island 

Virtual Lodge 

span four 

Countries and 

five time zones.

W Bro Biede is 

the 1st Master of 

Manitoba Lodge 

based in the 

USA.



A Brief History of time…

The creation of a 

Virtual Lodge…



The Early Years of CIV Lodge

Castle Island Virtual Lodge is a 

Regularly Constituted lodge in 

the Grand Lodge of Manitoba. 

Our charter is like that of any 

other lodge in Manitoba; we 

have the ability to Open/Close 

and complete all ritual that 

could be conducted as within 

a traditional Manitoba lodge. 

http://www.mbgrandlodge.com/


Background Information 

Castle Island Virtual Lodge was 

intended to met Virtually on the 

Internet.  The founding members set 

forth a process to enable Educational 

meetings for the 5th Wednesday of the 

month.  All meetings are held  at 7 pm 

Central Standard time and conducts 

all business within the Entered 

Apprentice degree.



Background Information 

However, it should be noted 

that the lodge can hold a 

“Traditional” meeting within a 

Bricks and Mortar lodge. The 

lodge could be opening in 

traditional form in any Country 

at Aminty with the Grand 

Lodge of Manitoba.  This 

includes all aspects of the 

Ritual and degree work.



Our Charter



Origins of CIV Lodge

The name Castle Island 

originates from our first meeting 

location which occurred in 

Second Life VR Platform. In 2012 

the Lodge owned a virtual island 

that had a castle as its virtual 

meeting room and all of this 

existed within that virtual world. 

http://secondlife.com/


Origins of CIV Lodge

Second Life is a free 3D virtual 

world where users can 

socialize, connect and create 

using free voice and text chat.  

The system was used for two 

years with limited success; the 

founding members continued to 

seek an improved system for 

online meeting.



Note worthy Charter Members

M.W. Bro. Dave Love - (Grand Master in 2009 – 2010) *
Castle Island’s Charter Worshipful Master

M.W. Bro. Chibu Uson (Grand Master 2011 – 2012) - Senior Warden

R.W. Bro. Jake Mohns** - Junior Warden - Past District Deputy Grand Master

M.W. Bro. Steve Kane – Treasurer (Grand Master 1995 – 1996) current 

Executive Secretary of Grand Lodge

M.W. Bro. C. Rae Haldane-Wilsone – Secretary (Grand Master 1997 – 1998, 

Gr Sec 2001 – 2010)

R.W. Bro. Bernie Gross – Past Grand Director of Ceremonies and current 

Grand Historian

M.W. Bro. Norm Pohl – Chaplain (current Grand Chaplain) Honourary GM

R.W. Bro. Fred Heinrichs

Note:

* Deceased while serving as Master

** Served 2 ½ years as Master of CIV Lodge



The Ritual – how does CIVL function
All our meetings have a ritualistic Opening 
and Closing, and the business of the lodge is 
dispensed in the same manner that a physical 
lodge would. It is a lodge in every sense of the 
word… well, maybe not every sense.

Our Lodge begs the question:
-What is a lodge?
- Is a lodge the people or is 
the lodge the building?

Or is it both?



Internet Lodge vs A Virtual Lodge

So, what is a virtual lodge? It was 

the next logical step after an 

Internet Lodge. 

An Internet Lodge is a lodge that 

is open to brothers of many 

jurisdictions. It is oftentimes 

seeking only brothers to affiliate 

or subscribe as degree work is not 

their focus. 



Internet Lodge vs A Virtual Lodge

The lodge is instead a marketplace of 

ideas and a way for the fraternal spirit 

to spread across the world. An Internet 

lodge meets in the physical world but 

corresponds in a variety of Web based 

ways, email, message boards, etc. on 

daily basis.



Internet Lodge vs A Virtual Lodge

Internet Lodge No.9659 UGLE & Lodge 

Ireland 2000 are present examples.



Technology challenges

Within the growth of the lodge we have 

experienced some technology and 

practical driven issues.  One of the first 

challenges we covered was the creation 

of “WebEx users guide” as well as a 

“Protocol and Etiquette” within our 

Virtual lodge. The guide speaks to how 

to setup the technology of the Video 

Conference platform – sound, video and 

bandwidth.  



Technology challenges

With all of the basic technology set-

up we remind our participants of 

the importance of “Lighting” in the 

room they are in as well as the 

concept of self-tyling.  The concept 

of self-tyling continues to be a 

point of discussion when we add a 

new crop of visitors in a Lodge 

room. 



CIV Web Conference overview 

2012 

Adobe

Connect

2014 

2015
2016

2017- 2019

Short Lived with a 

bad Audio and Web 

experience 

Cost 

Prohibitive 

as we 

grew past 

25 

attendees

Platform 

EOL 

& the 

replacement 

product was 

inferior

Superior 

Product, 

feature 

rich with 

an 

excellent 

cost 



Cisco WebEx Conference platform



VIA3 Web Platform 

An online Web Conference enabled Research Lodge 



Castle Island Virtual Lodge No.190



Operating a Virtual Lodge

 Our lodge uses the MB 

Emulation work to Open and 

Close the meeting

We require all visitor's to 

provide a valid Dues card or 

letter from their Secretary 

stating they are in good 

standing

 All participants are Self-Tyled 

and utilize an invite only Web 

Conference Meeting booking.

 A PC/MAC or Mobile device is 

used to attend our Lodge.



Operating a Virtual Lodge

All meetings are held in the EA degree 

and Masons that are a Amity with the GL 

of Manitoba are welcome to attend

All meetings occur at 7 PM CST with a 

quick business meeting and then a 

Speaker for Education, the meeting is 

then closed.  Once closed the brethren 

are welcomed to share and discuss the 

education topic

“On The Level meetings” occur with the 

Brethren using the platform without 

Opening or Closing the Lodge



2019 Lodge Officers

W Bro. Roger Biede……..............………..........……  W.M.

RW Bro. Jake Mohns……….............…………….......……I.P.M.

Bro. Jeff Beauprez.…………………………….……....….  S.W.

Bro. Jack Aquilina...……………………………………..….  J.W.

MW Bro Steve Kane………..…………………….…………………. Treas.

W Bro. Nicholas Laine……………..……………….…    Secretary

MW Bro. Crae Haldane-Wilsone…………….....Asst. Secretary

RW Bro. Fred Henricks………………   Director  of Ceremonies

RW Bro. Rick Swalm …….……………………………………..……. S.D.

W Bro. Greg Peterson .…………………………………………..  J.D.

MW Bro. Norm Pohl  …………………………………………..    Chaplin

Bro Carmelo Cutuli …………………………………………    Tyler

W Bro. Brett Gordon ………………………………………………. I. G.

W Bro. Nick Johnson …………………………………………….... S. S.

W Bro. Brady McNutty …………..………...............……… J.S.   

W Bro. Jason Combe ……………………………………….. Historian



2019 CIV Lodge Schedule
Our Lodge is held on 

the 5th Wednesday of 

the Month as it occurs 

during the year.  

In 2019 we have 

Meetings in January, 

May, July and October.  

Additional on the On-

Level meetings will 

scheduled based on the 

feedback from the 

Visitors and Members 

of CIV Lodge.



Affiliation Form  

Please inquire with

W Bro Laine for a copy 

of the Grand of Manitoba 

Affiliation form @ 

civLodge190@gmail.com

Items required:

The Affilifation Form 2 

completed

Dues for 2019 paid at a 

cost of $120 Cnd via 

Paypal

A note from the Grand 



Milestones at CIV Lodge 

We have a clear direction forward within the Core officers.  I was 
honoured to server as Master of Castle Island for the past two and 
a half years.  It has been terrific to see the lodge grow in all aspects, 
both Affiliated members and visitors. Our brand is now established 
and we have a quality Educational Lodge.

Milestones within CIV Lodge:

 4 Web Platforms have been used since inception
 Visiting brethren in a single meeting > 90 

participants
 Visitors from 5 continents 
 Six Podcasts  interviews to  broadcast  “Who we 

are”
 Facebook followers @ 159



Feedback from the Brethren

Brother Joey Boyer, JW, Ascension Lodge, UD
Grand Lodge of Arizona

“CIVL is a unique and wonderful lodge experience. A night of tyled
Masonic education and an opportunity to sit with regular Brethren
from around the world? It doesn't get much better than that. I've
had the opportunity to sit with friends and Brothers that I've
known through the internet in a regular and tyled lodge thanks to
CIVL. While I do not feel it can replace a physical Masonic lodge
experience, it is a wonderful substitute.”



Feedback from the Brethren

Brother Jordan Cooper – St. Andrew No. 1269
Grand Lodge of Scotland

“I’ve always enjoyed being able to partake in Castle
Island’s virtual meetings. The opportunity to visit with
and learn from brothers from all over the world shows
that Freemasonry is a truly global organisation and I
always enjoy myself.”



Feedback from the Brethren

R.W. Brother Robert Johnson – Waukegan Lodge No. 78
Grand Lodge of Illinois

“I feel that Castle Island Virtual Lodge is a way-point in
the direction in terms of this progressive moral science.
It's the future of Freemasonry in many respects.”



Feedback from the Brethren

W. Bro. Jon Ruark, The Patriot Lodge No. 1957
Grand Lodge of Virginia

“Castle Island Virtual Lodge fills a critical void in today's
society. As a busy father of four young children, I often
have "Masonic guilt" of leaving my kids to travel to
other lodges. CIVL provides masonic education and
fraternal camaraderie in a new platform that inspires
viewpoints from other jurisdictions and creates a sense
of community no matter where you are.”



CASTLE ISLAND VIRTUAL LODGE 



Lodge Education examples

 “The Tyler – Sword vs the Trowel- GL of Pennsylvania 

 Membership Analysis 2015 – GL of Canada in the Province Ontario

 Overview of the QueensLand Freemasonry 

 Overview of the Grand Orient of Italy

 Masonry across the world – Panel Mason’s from Canada, USA and 
Australia 

 Podcasting and its effect of Mansonry and the new Mason

 300 Years of Masonry – A History of Masonry over the ages

 A history of the Grand Lodge of Scotland

 Terrorism and Anti-Freemasonry

 Symbology: Leadership and Power

 Freemasonry and Mormonism 



Growth of the 

Virtual Lodge 

Platform

2012

2019



The birth of 

Endeavour Lodge No.944 
2016 Various Members of Victoria Lodges visit CIV Lodge

August 2017 Various FMV Board members visit CIV Lodge  

April 2018 – Blue Lounge Social Club members kick-off the concept of the a 

Virtual Education Lodge in Victoria

April – November 2018 – United Grand Lodge members discuss and approve 

a Virtual Education Lodge in Victoria

July 6 2018 – “On the Level mtg” occurs with Castle Island Virtual 

Lodge to demonstrate the Zoom platform and processes used to 

Open/Close a Virtual Lodge.

October 14 2018 – FMV Board of General Purposes approves the Lodge  

Endeavour Lodge No. 944 Consecrated December 15th 2018 



Historic Endeavour Virtual Lodge Approved by 

FMV Board of General Purposes

Worshipful Master: W Bro Domenic Donato GLHer

Immediate Past Master: W Bro Nicholas Alivizatos PM

Senior Warden: VW Bro Dr Matteo Donato GSuptWks

Junior Warden: W Bro Brendan Kyne DGSupEd

Chaplain: Bro David Illingworth MM

Treasurer: W Bro Robert Brennand GStdB

Secretary: Bro Jack Aquilina MM

Assistant Secretary: W Bro Robert Billing PM

Director of Ceremonies: W Bro Christopher White PM

Senior Deacon: Bro Peter Grounds MM

Junior Deacon: Bro Anthony D’Angelo MM

Inner Guard: Bro Steve Austin MM

Head Steward: W Bro Nicholas Laine PM

Tyler: Bro Paul Aquilina MM







Step by Step guide for a 

Virtual Lodge experience

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H8jMH92GVLE&feature=youtu.be



Worshipful Bro. Nicholas Laine 

Secretary (IPM) 

Castle Island Virtual Lodge No. 190

Grand Lodge of Manitoba

Cell - 416-524-5108

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/332208636847824/

Website: www.civlodge190.ca

For 

Additional 

Information 

contact:


